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disagreed. If the complaint were dismissed, 
he said, it would be Drumm’s creditors who 
were handicapped, as most would not have 
anyone protecting their specific interests in 
the proceeding.

“There is substantial prejudice to credi-
tors other than Anglo Irish,” he said.

A short time later, Anglo Irish lawyer Ken-
neth Leonetti asked to address the court, 
prompting a reaction from Morrissey.

“Here’s an example of prejudice,” he said, 

gesturing at Leonetti. “Two lawyers against 
one. Exhibit A.”

Leonetti argued that, regardless of 
whether Dwyer’s filing was deemed late, it 
was always clear that Drumm would have 
to defend himself further in this case. 

“There was no surprise that these … com-
plaints were coming against Mr. Drumm,” 
he said. “These deadlines were extended for 
the sole reason of Mr. Drumm’s slow drib-
bling out of documents.”

After ruling on the deadline issue, Bailey 
said that he is inclined to approve an agree-

ment, already reached among the opposing 
parties, to consolidate the complaints made 
by Dwyer and Anglo Irish. Bailey noted 
that the two objectors should make every 
effort to share information and not dupli-
cate each other’s requests. 

“The work needs to get done,” he said. “It 
doesn’t need to get done twice.”

The cases now move into the discovery 
phase, in which evidence is shared by the 
opposing sides. The parties have agreed to 
a 4½-month period for this stage of the pro-
ceedings. 

Drumm:

APPOINTMENTS
David Phillips has joined the 

Duffy Health Center in Hyan-
nis as project director for the 
“New Chances” grant, awarded 
to Duffy by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration. 

Most recently Phillips has 
served as the director of the 
Catholic Charities office in 
Brockton. He was also execu-
tive director of Father Bill’s 
in Quincy, and prior to that, 
directed homeless services in 
Kenosha, Wis. 

Phillips holds a master’s 
degree in pastoral counseling 
and certificates in community 

organizing and nonprofit man-
agement. 

RECOGNITIONS
Lee Weishar of Falmouth 

was honored by the American 
Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association as its member of 
the year for 2011. 

As a scientist and coastal 
engineer for the Falmouth-
based Woods Hole Group, 
Weishar was recognized for his 
contributions to the Associa-
tion.

Weishar served as chairman 
of the association’s committee 
that named the “Best Restored 
Beaches” for 2011 and 2012. 

In this posi-
tion, he helped 
compile a look 
at the future 
of coastal 
engineering 
in the United 
States. He 
also assisted 
in organizing 
the National 
Coastal Con-

ference.
Weishar has over 25 years 

experience in the fields of 
oceanography, coastal engi-
neering, sediment transport 
and near-shore processes. 
He has been with the Woods 

Hole Group since 1989, and 
prior to that was with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. He 
received his doctorate in physi-
cal oceanography from Purdue 
University in Indiana.
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HYANNIS – Benefits for 
households eligible for the 
Fuel Assistance Program have 
recently increased by $350, 
according to the South Shore 
Community Action Council. This 
applies for all income categories 
up to 60 percent of the state 
median, according to a press 
release from the council. 

Benefits now range from $725 
to $1,025 for the heating season 
based on income for households 
where heating and utilities are 
not included in rent. For house-
holds where rent includes heat 
and utilities, the benefits range 
from $215 to $525 for the heat-
ing season. 

The income limits for eligi-
bility range from $31,218 for a 

household of one up to $69,641 
for a household of five.

For more information, contact 
the council between 8:30 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. at 508-746-6707 or 
1-877-FUELAID. 
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recession high. The figures con-
firm evidence that the economy 
was strengthening as 2011 
ended. 

Part of the reason for Decem-
ber’s weak showing was lower 
gasoline prices. Those prices 
reduced sales at gasoline sta-
tions by 1.6 percent. Excluding 
gas stations, overall retail sales 
would have risen 0.3 percent in 
December. 

Another factor was heavy 
discounting during the holiday 
shopping season. Many retail-
ers said they had to offer cut 
prices in December to attract 
shoppers. 

The sluggish retail-sales data 
followed a report this week that 
consumers raised their borrow-
ing in November by the most in 
a decade. That suggested that 
many might have charged more 
spending to their credit cards 
because their pay has all but 

stagnated. The savings rate has 
also declined. 

Continued job growth may 
be needed to sustain spending 
increases. 

In the meantime, Thursday’s 
news “reminds us that the econ-
omy is still struggling,” said 
Michelle Meyer, an economist at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
“This is the recovery of fits and 
starts.” 

Separately, more people 
applied for unemployment ben-
efits last week, the government 
said. Applications rose 24,000 to 
a seasonally adjusted 399,000. 
But the gain was largely due to 
companies letting go of workers 
after the holiday season. 

Economists downplayed 
the increase. It followed three 
months of declines that had 
reduced the number of unem-
ployment applications to their 
lowest level in more than three 
years. 

And businesses increased 

their stockpiles in November to 
meet rising consumer demand. 
That gain likely boosted eco-
nomic growth in the final 
months of 2011. 

Companies are rebuilding 
stockpiles after cutting them 
last summer amid fears of 
another recession. It means 
many anticipate higher con-
sumer spending. 

The government’s retail sales 
report showed that holiday dis-
counts helped push department 
store sales down 0.2 percent 
in December. A category that 
includes department stores like 
Macy’s and big chains such 
as Wal-Mart showed an even 
larger drop last month: 0.8 per-
cent. 

Compared with the same time 
last year, retail sales have risen 
6.4 percent. 

An earlier survey of 25 major 
retail chains by the Interna-
tional Council of Shopping 
Centers found that revenue in 

December at stores open at least 
a year rose 3.5 percent over the 
same month a year ago. 

That survey’s figures aren’t 
adjusted for seasonal changes; 
the government’s sales figures 
are. The government report is 
also a broader gauge. It covers 
purchases at all retailers, not 
just at major national chains. It 
also includes auto dealerships, 
restaurants and bars, grocery 
stores and gasoline stations. 

The strength last month was 
led by a 1.5 percent jump in 
auto sales. Furniture store sales 
rose 1 percent. Hardware stores 
reported a 1.6 percent increase. 
But sales at electronics and 
appliance stores sank nearly 4 
percent. 

The government’s retail sales 
report is its first look each 
month at consumer spending, 
which accounts for roughly 70 
percent of economic activity. A 
healthy report typically signals 
a stronger economy. 

Economy:

from B6
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LAGOS, Nigeria – A major 
union threatened Thursday 
to stop the beating heart of 
Nigeria’s economy – crude 
oil production – as part of a 
nationwide strike and protests 
gripping Africa’s most popu-
lous nation. 

World oil prices climbed on 
the news. Nigeria is the fifth-
largest oil exporter to the U.S., 
and a shutdown would force 
American refineries to replace 
630,000 barrels per day of 
crude. 

The union’s ability to enforce 
a shutdown, beginning Sunday, 
across the swamps of Nigeria’s 
southern delta to its massive 
offshore oil fields, remains in 
question. But the threat of a 
strike caused jitters on global 
oil markets as traders world-
wide worried about supply. 

Nigeria has been paralyzed 
by a strike that began Monday 
after President Goodluck Jona-
than’s government abandoned 
subsidies that kept gasoline 
prices low. Overnight, prices 
at the pump more than dou-
bled, from $1.70 per gallontto 
at least $3.50 per gallon. The 
costs of food and transporta-
tion also doubled in a nation 
where most people live on less 
than $2 a day. 

Anger over losing one of the 
few benefits average Nigeri-
ans see from being an oil-rich 
country, as well as disgust 
over government corruption, 
have led to demonstrations 
across this nation of 160 mil-
lion people and violence that 
has killed at least 12 people. 

The Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Senior Staff Association 
of Nigeria, which represents 
about 20,000 workers, said it 
would be forced to “apply the 
bitter option” of closing down 
all oil and gas production if 
the government refused to 
reinstate the gasoline subsi-
dies. 

Union president Babatunde 
Ogun said if fields are shut 
down, it could take six months 
to a year to restart them. 

“We ... believe that if every-
thing comes to a standstill, 
the government will budge,” 
Ogun told reporters in Lagos. 
Petrol dollars dominate Nige-
ria’s economy and represent 
the majority of its government 
revenues. 

Ogun also said a natural gas 
shutdown would turn off the 
nation’s power grid, which is 
already in shambles. 

So far, Nigeria’s oil indus-
try hasn’t felt the effects of 
the national strike. Many of 
its operations are automated, 
both for efficiency and to avoid 
having staff work in the Niger 
Delta’s maze of creeks, where 
criminal gangs and militants 
target workers for high-dollar 
kidnappings. 

Foreign companies also run 
large offshore fields, far from 
the chaos of growing demon-
strations across the country. 
Shipments from offshore plat-
forms move immediately to 
market. 

But if something breaks, if 
the pressure in the wells fluctu-
ate, or if countless other prob-
lems occur that cause an auto-
matic system shutdown, there 
wouldn’t be anyone there to 
get production running again. 

When pressed about how 
the threatened shutdown 
could affect the automated 
parts of the industry, Ogun did 
not offer an answer. 

Most oil firms, including the 
dominant Royal Dutch Shell 
PLC, say they are monitoring 
the situation. 

Oil prices were up much of 
the day Thursday over con-
cerns about the impact of a 
Nigerian shutdown on global 
supplies, with benchmark 
crude rising by as much as 
$1.38 to $102.25 per barrel in 
New York. Prices retreated 
later in the day on rumors 
that Europe would delay an 
embargo of Iranian oil, to end 
the day down at $99.10. 

Kenneth Arnold, an inde-
pendent petroleum consultant 
and former Shell engineer, 
said it “would be very easy 
to shut down” Nigeria’s oil 
fields. 
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gesturing at Leonetti. “Two lawyers against 
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Leonetti argued that, regardless of 
whether Dwyer’s filing was deemed late, it 
was always clear that Drumm would have 
to defend himself further in this case. 

“There was no surprise that these … com-
plaints were coming against Mr. Drumm,” 
he said. “These deadlines were extended for 
the sole reason of Mr. Drumm’s slow drib-
bling out of documents.”

After ruling on the deadline issue, Bailey 
said that he is inclined to approve an agree-
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by Dwyer and Anglo Irish. Bailey noted 
that the two objectors should make every 
effort to share information and not dupli-
cate each other’s requests. 

“The work needs to get done,” he said. “It 
doesn’t need to get done twice.”
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a 4½-month period for this stage of the pro-
ceedings. 
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Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
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Most recently Phillips has 
served as the director of the 
Catholic Charities office in 
Brockton. He was also execu-
tive director of Father Bill’s 
in Quincy, and prior to that, 
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Kenosha, Wis. 

Phillips holds a master’s 
degree in pastoral counseling 
and certificates in community 

organizing and nonprofit man-
agement. 

RECOGNITIONS
Lee Weishar of Falmouth 

was honored by the American 
Shore and Beach Preservation 
Association as its member of 
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As a scientist and coastal 
engineer for the Falmouth-
based Woods Hole Group, 
Weishar was recognized for his 
contributions to the Associa-
tion.

Weishar served as chairman 
of the association’s committee 
that named the “Best Restored 
Beaches” for 2011 and 2012. 

In this posi-
tion, he helped 
compile a look 
at the future 
of coastal 
engineering 
in the United 
States. He 
also assisted 
in organizing 
the National 
Coastal Con-

ference.
Weishar has over 25 years 

experience in the fields of 
oceanography, coastal engi-
neering, sediment transport 
and near-shore processes. 
He has been with the Woods 

Hole Group since 1989, and 
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Army Corps of Engineers. He 
received his doctorate in physi-
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recession high. The figures con-
firm evidence that the economy 
was strengthening as 2011 
ended. 

Part of the reason for Decem-
ber’s weak showing was lower 
gasoline prices. Those prices 
reduced sales at gasoline sta-
tions by 1.6 percent. Excluding 
gas stations, overall retail sales 
would have risen 0.3 percent in 
December. 

Another factor was heavy 
discounting during the holiday 
shopping season. Many retail-
ers said they had to offer cut 
prices in December to attract 
shoppers. 

The sluggish retail-sales data 
followed a report this week that 
consumers raised their borrow-
ing in November by the most in 
a decade. That suggested that 
many might have charged more 
spending to their credit cards 
because their pay has all but 

stagnated. The savings rate has 
also declined. 

Continued job growth may 
be needed to sustain spending 
increases. 

In the meantime, Thursday’s 
news “reminds us that the econ-
omy is still struggling,” said 
Michelle Meyer, an economist at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
“This is the recovery of fits and 
starts.” 

Separately, more people 
applied for unemployment ben-
efits last week, the government 
said. Applications rose 24,000 to 
a seasonally adjusted 399,000. 
But the gain was largely due to 
companies letting go of workers 
after the holiday season. 

Economists downplayed 
the increase. It followed three 
months of declines that had 
reduced the number of unem-
ployment applications to their 
lowest level in more than three 
years. 

And businesses increased 

their stockpiles in November to 
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That gain likely boosted eco-
nomic growth in the final 
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stockpiles after cutting them 
last summer amid fears of 
another recession. It means 
many anticipate higher con-
sumer spending. 

The government’s retail sales 
report showed that holiday dis-
counts helped push department 
store sales down 0.2 percent 
in December. A category that 
includes department stores like 
Macy’s and big chains such 
as Wal-Mart showed an even 
larger drop last month: 0.8 per-
cent. 

Compared with the same time 
last year, retail sales have risen 
6.4 percent. 

An earlier survey of 25 major 
retail chains by the Interna-
tional Council of Shopping 
Centers found that revenue in 

December at stores open at least 
a year rose 3.5 percent over the 
same month a year ago. 

That survey’s figures aren’t 
adjusted for seasonal changes; 
the government’s sales figures 
are. The government report is 
also a broader gauge. It covers 
purchases at all retailers, not 
just at major national chains. It 
also includes auto dealerships, 
restaurants and bars, grocery 
stores and gasoline stations. 

The strength last month was 
led by a 1.5 percent jump in 
auto sales. Furniture store sales 
rose 1 percent. Hardware stores 
reported a 1.6 percent increase. 
But sales at electronics and 
appliance stores sank nearly 4 
percent. 

The government’s retail sales 
report is its first look each 
month at consumer spending, 
which accounts for roughly 70 
percent of economic activity. A 
healthy report typically signals 
a stronger economy. 
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the news. Nigeria is the fifth-
largest oil exporter to the U.S., 
and a shutdown would force 
American refineries to replace 
630,000 barrels per day of 
crude. 

The union’s ability to enforce 
a shutdown, beginning Sunday, 
across the swamps of Nigeria’s 
southern delta to its massive 
offshore oil fields, remains in 
question. But the threat of a 
strike caused jitters on global 
oil markets as traders world-
wide worried about supply. 

Nigeria has been paralyzed 
by a strike that began Monday 
after President Goodluck Jona-
than’s government abandoned 
subsidies that kept gasoline 
prices low. Overnight, prices 
at the pump more than dou-
bled, from $1.70 per gallontto 
at least $3.50 per gallon. The 
costs of food and transporta-
tion also doubled in a nation 
where most people live on less 
than $2 a day. 

Anger over losing one of the 
few benefits average Nigeri-
ans see from being an oil-rich 
country, as well as disgust 
over government corruption, 
have led to demonstrations 
across this nation of 160 mil-
lion people and violence that 
has killed at least 12 people. 

The Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Senior Staff Association 
of Nigeria, which represents 
about 20,000 workers, said it 
would be forced to “apply the 
bitter option” of closing down 
all oil and gas production if 
the government refused to 
reinstate the gasoline subsi-
dies. 

Union president Babatunde 
Ogun said if fields are shut 
down, it could take six months 
to a year to restart them. 

“We ... believe that if every-
thing comes to a standstill, 
the government will budge,” 
Ogun told reporters in Lagos. 
Petrol dollars dominate Nige-
ria’s economy and represent 
the majority of its government 
revenues. 

Ogun also said a natural gas 
shutdown would turn off the 
nation’s power grid, which is 
already in shambles. 

So far, Nigeria’s oil indus-
try hasn’t felt the effects of 
the national strike. Many of 
its operations are automated, 
both for efficiency and to avoid 
having staff work in the Niger 
Delta’s maze of creeks, where 
criminal gangs and militants 
target workers for high-dollar 
kidnappings. 

Foreign companies also run 
large offshore fields, far from 
the chaos of growing demon-
strations across the country. 
Shipments from offshore plat-
forms move immediately to 
market. 

But if something breaks, if 
the pressure in the wells fluctu-
ate, or if countless other prob-
lems occur that cause an auto-
matic system shutdown, there 
wouldn’t be anyone there to 
get production running again. 

When pressed about how 
the threatened shutdown 
could affect the automated 
parts of the industry, Ogun did 
not offer an answer. 

Most oil firms, including the 
dominant Royal Dutch Shell 
PLC, say they are monitoring 
the situation. 

Oil prices were up much of 
the day Thursday over con-
cerns about the impact of a 
Nigerian shutdown on global 
supplies, with benchmark 
crude rising by as much as 
$1.38 to $102.25 per barrel in 
New York. Prices retreated 
later in the day on rumors 
that Europe would delay an 
embargo of Iranian oil, to end 
the day down at $99.10. 

Kenneth Arnold, an inde-
pendent petroleum consultant 
and former Shell engineer, 
said it “would be very easy 
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was strengthening as 2011 
ended. 

Part of the reason for Decem-
ber’s weak showing was lower 
gasoline prices. Those prices 
reduced sales at gasoline sta-
tions by 1.6 percent. Excluding 
gas stations, overall retail sales 
would have risen 0.3 percent in 
December. 

Another factor was heavy 
discounting during the holiday 
shopping season. Many retail-
ers said they had to offer cut 
prices in December to attract 
shoppers. 

The sluggish retail-sales data 
followed a report this week that 
consumers raised their borrow-
ing in November by the most in 
a decade. That suggested that 
many might have charged more 
spending to their credit cards 
because their pay has all but 

stagnated. The savings rate has 
also declined. 

Continued job growth may 
be needed to sustain spending 
increases. 

In the meantime, Thursday’s 
news “reminds us that the econ-
omy is still struggling,” said 
Michelle Meyer, an economist at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
“This is the recovery of fits and 
starts.” 

Separately, more people 
applied for unemployment ben-
efits last week, the government 
said. Applications rose 24,000 to 
a seasonally adjusted 399,000. 
But the gain was largely due to 
companies letting go of workers 
after the holiday season. 

Economists downplayed 
the increase. It followed three 
months of declines that had 
reduced the number of unem-
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lowest level in more than three 
years. 

And businesses increased 
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meet rising consumer demand. 
That gain likely boosted eco-
nomic growth in the final 
months of 2011. 

Companies are rebuilding 
stockpiles after cutting them 
last summer amid fears of 
another recession. It means 
many anticipate higher con-
sumer spending. 

The government’s retail sales 
report showed that holiday dis-
counts helped push department 
store sales down 0.2 percent 
in December. A category that 
includes department stores like 
Macy’s and big chains such 
as Wal-Mart showed an even 
larger drop last month: 0.8 per-
cent. 

Compared with the same time 
last year, retail sales have risen 
6.4 percent. 

An earlier survey of 25 major 
retail chains by the Interna-
tional Council of Shopping 
Centers found that revenue in 

December at stores open at least 
a year rose 3.5 percent over the 
same month a year ago. 

That survey’s figures aren’t 
adjusted for seasonal changes; 
the government’s sales figures 
are. The government report is 
also a broader gauge. It covers 
purchases at all retailers, not 
just at major national chains. It 
also includes auto dealerships, 
restaurants and bars, grocery 
stores and gasoline stations. 

The strength last month was 
led by a 1.5 percent jump in 
auto sales. Furniture store sales 
rose 1 percent. Hardware stores 
reported a 1.6 percent increase. 
But sales at electronics and 
appliance stores sank nearly 4 
percent. 

The government’s retail sales 
report is its first look each 
month at consumer spending, 
which accounts for roughly 70 
percent of economic activity. A 
healthy report typically signals 
a stronger economy. 
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LAGOS, Nigeria – A major 
union threatened Thursday 
to stop the beating heart of 
Nigeria’s economy – crude 
oil production – as part of a 
nationwide strike and protests 
gripping Africa’s most popu-
lous nation. 

World oil prices climbed on 
the news. Nigeria is the fifth-
largest oil exporter to the U.S., 
and a shutdown would force 
American refineries to replace 
630,000 barrels per day of 
crude. 

The union’s ability to enforce 
a shutdown, beginning Sunday, 
across the swamps of Nigeria’s 
southern delta to its massive 
offshore oil fields, remains in 
question. But the threat of a 
strike caused jitters on global 
oil markets as traders world-
wide worried about supply. 

Nigeria has been paralyzed 
by a strike that began Monday 
after President Goodluck Jona-
than’s government abandoned 
subsidies that kept gasoline 
prices low. Overnight, prices 
at the pump more than dou-
bled, from $1.70 per gallontto 
at least $3.50 per gallon. The 
costs of food and transporta-
tion also doubled in a nation 
where most people live on less 
than $2 a day. 

Anger over losing one of the 
few benefits average Nigeri-
ans see from being an oil-rich 
country, as well as disgust 
over government corruption, 
have led to demonstrations 
across this nation of 160 mil-
lion people and violence that 
has killed at least 12 people. 

The Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Senior Staff Association 
of Nigeria, which represents 
about 20,000 workers, said it 
would be forced to “apply the 
bitter option” of closing down 
all oil and gas production if 
the government refused to 
reinstate the gasoline subsi-
dies. 

Union president Babatunde 
Ogun said if fields are shut 
down, it could take six months 
to a year to restart them. 

“We ... believe that if every-
thing comes to a standstill, 
the government will budge,” 
Ogun told reporters in Lagos. 
Petrol dollars dominate Nige-
ria’s economy and represent 
the majority of its government 
revenues. 

Ogun also said a natural gas 
shutdown would turn off the 
nation’s power grid, which is 
already in shambles. 

So far, Nigeria’s oil indus-
try hasn’t felt the effects of 
the national strike. Many of 
its operations are automated, 
both for efficiency and to avoid 
having staff work in the Niger 
Delta’s maze of creeks, where 
criminal gangs and militants 
target workers for high-dollar 
kidnappings. 

Foreign companies also run 
large offshore fields, far from 
the chaos of growing demon-
strations across the country. 
Shipments from offshore plat-
forms move immediately to 
market. 

But if something breaks, if 
the pressure in the wells fluctu-
ate, or if countless other prob-
lems occur that cause an auto-
matic system shutdown, there 
wouldn’t be anyone there to 
get production running again. 

When pressed about how 
the threatened shutdown 
could affect the automated 
parts of the industry, Ogun did 
not offer an answer. 

Most oil firms, including the 
dominant Royal Dutch Shell 
PLC, say they are monitoring 
the situation. 

Oil prices were up much of 
the day Thursday over con-
cerns about the impact of a 
Nigerian shutdown on global 
supplies, with benchmark 
crude rising by as much as 
$1.38 to $102.25 per barrel in 
New York. Prices retreated 
later in the day on rumors 
that Europe would delay an 
embargo of Iranian oil, to end 
the day down at $99.10. 

Kenneth Arnold, an inde-
pendent petroleum consultant 
and former Shell engineer, 
said it “would be very easy 
to shut down” Nigeria’s oil 
fields. 
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